ACTA ASIATICA VARSOVIENSIA
NO. 26



ACTA ASIATICA VARSOVIENSIA

Editor-in-Chief
MARIA ROMAN SEAWINSKI

Subject Editor
JERZY ZDANOWSKI

Board of Advisory Editors

NGUYEN QUANG THUAN
KENNETH OLENIK
ABDULRAHMAN AL-SALIMI
JOLANTA SIERAKOWSKA-DYNDO
BOGDAN SKLADANEK

LEE MING-HUEI

ZHANG HAIPENG



B89 1KSiO
ESRPAN

Institute of Mediterranean and Oriental Cultures
Polish Academy of Sciences

ACTA ASIATICA VARSOVIENSIA
NO. 26

ASKON Publishers
Warsaw 2013



Secretary
Olga Barbasiewicz

English Text Consultant
James Todd

© Copyright by Institute of Mediterranean and Oriental Cultures,
Polish Academy of Sciences, Warsaw 2013

Printed in Poland

This edition prepared, set and published by

Wydawnictwo Naukowe ASKON Sp. z0.0.
Stawki 3/1, 00—193 Warszawa
tel./fax: (+48)22 63599 37
www.askon.waw.pl
askon@askon.waw.pl

PL ISSN 0860—-6102
ISBN 978-83-7452-071-3

ACTA ASIATICA VARSOVIENSIA is abstracted in
The Central European Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities,
Index Copernicus



Contents

ARTICLES

MARIO TA L AM O, Tokaidochii hizakurige: Popular Work, or Fruit
of a Well-Planned Commercial Strategy? An Inquiry from
a 50c1010ZICal PETSPECLIVE ....couviuiiiiriiiiieiiiiniericctecs et 7

TOMASZ OLEJNICZ AK, Japanese Management: 50 Years of Evolution

OF the CONCEPL ..ottt 23
PAWEL PA STERBTIAK, The Technological Leadership of the Japanese

ECONOMY? ..ottt et sttt et e st saaeebee s 43
IOAN TRIF U, Prefectural Governors and Populism in Japan (1990s—2010s) ........... 61
ILDIKO FARK A S, The Japanese Nation Building in European Comparison.......... 85
LARISA ZABROVSKATA, The Character of Japan-China Relations

since the Earthquake 0f 2011 .......ccveiiieiieiieieeeeeeee e 107
TINE WALRAVEN S, Japan Facing a Rising China: Food Safety as

a Framework for Japanese Identity Formation ............cccocceviiiiiiiieicencnne. 115
MARTA LUTY-MICH AL AK, Demographic Ageing in Japan ...........c..ccocveuenen. 135

FRAUKE KEMPK A, ‘Sorry, we’re homogeneous.” The Baffling Appeal

of Homogeneity Concepts among Supporters of Immigrants
Examples from Japan and Germany ..........c..coccceeeeeeeevereneneneniencneneneneennes 147

OLGA BARBASIEWICZ, The Impact of Confucianism on Modern
Japanese Women’s Life .........cccoeriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 159

BEATA KOWALCZYK, The Japanese Way of Becoming an Artist and
Its Religious’ Connotations. A Case Study of Teshigawara Saburo ........... 173

NICOLAS L E V I, Confucianism in South Korea and Japan: Similarities and
D (<3 (3 4 Lot SRS 185

DAVID A DEB A HR, Japan’s Security Policy in the 21 #*Century
—New Implication’s for an Old Strategy ? ........ccocceveererieniieniieneeeeee 195

ESSAY
KIE K AW A DA, Japanese Cooking through Media ..........cceceeeieiiiininiininieene 213



BOOK REVIEW

Brigitte Steger, Angelika Koch (eds.), Manga Girl Seeks Herbivore
Boy. Studying Japanese Gender at Cambridge

—1eV. Olga BarbasiCWiCZ........ccceecvirverieiiiienieeieciesee et 217
REPORT
OLGA BARBASIEWICZ, Researching Japan in the Social Sciences

and Humanities: Conference Report ..........coccoiieiiiiiiiiiniieiieeeeee 221

NOES 0N CONIIIDULOLS ...vvveiiiieiiiiiciieee ettt e et e e et e e e etaeeeeenaeeeeeaaeeas 224



ACTA ASIATICA
VARSOVIENSIA
No. 26, 2013

PL ISSN 0860-6102

BOOK REVIEW

Brigitte Steger, Angelika Koch (editors), Manga Girl Seeks Herbivore Boy.
Studying Japanese Gender at Cambridge, Wien; Ziirich; Berlin; Miinster: Lit,
2013, 229 pp.

The book Manga Girl Seeks Herbivore Boy. Studying Japanese Gender at Cambridge,
is a collection of essays from the University of Cambridge, written in English and edited by
Brigitte Steger and Angelika Koch, which was published by Lit Publishing House in 2013.
The title suggests a new approach towards analyzing gender issues in contemporary
Japanese society. Moreover it was created by young scholars, and merits attention because
of this fact.

This book contains a complex introduction to gender questions in modern Japan and
four essays on different topics, including the anime and manga question, the issue of
fatherhood combined with education matters, the question of masculinity, and the problem
of transgender identities.

As Angelika Koch and Brigitte Steger claim in the introduction to the book, many
cultural images and stereotypes regarding gender issues prevail among Western scholars.
But it is extremely important to confront these problems while examining Japanese society,
in the light of the problem of gender inequality, confirmed by the Global Gender Gap
Report 2012, which this volume’s editors raise. Furthermore, new gender roles can be
observed in contemporary Japanese society. The masculinity issue is worth attention
because of the recent changes which can be witnessed while examining the behavior of
Japanese males.

In the second chapter of this book, entitled Manga Girls, in an essay titled ‘Sex, Love,
Comedy and Crime in Recent Boys’ Anime and Manga’, Hattie Jones uses her discussion
of boys’ manga to examine the very important issue of the Japanese Equal Employment
Opportunity Act (EEOA), which was a turning point in the situation of Japanese females.
Jones dates the Actto 1986 (and its revision to 1999); however, in my opinion it is worth
mentioning that these dates are the years in which the Act took effect, but it was initially
enacted in 1985 and revised in 1997. After arguing that the study of women as written by
men is ‘anti-feminist’ (p.27) Jones describes numerous manga and anime, alternating
them with the ideal of woman according to the stereotypes present in Japanese society,
and with feminist issues. This is an interesting way of depicting this problem, but
sometimes one can feel unsatisfied with the overwhelming amount of summaries of
individual works.
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In the third chapter, Absent Father, Zoya Street’s essay ‘Fatherhood in Moral Education
Textbooks’ seems to deal with an extremely interesting question, especially since the
implementation of a government project called /kumen, launched in 2010 to encourage
Japanese fathers to get involved in parenting. Unfortunately, this is not raised in this
essay, although this can be explained by the fact that the thesis which formed the basis for
this essay was defended in 2010, the year in which the government project was launched.
An error can be found in this chapter, wherein Street argues: “The political uncertainty
after the death of the Meiji Emperor in 1911 and the end of the First World War in 1918
brought more controversies over moral education policy” (p. 92). It should be clarified that
the Meiji emperor died on 30 July 1912.

Nonetheless, in this chapter we can read a detailed history of the Japanese (moral)
education system. The examination of the Japan Teachers’ Union and the rightist Atarashii
Rekishi Kyokasho-o Tsukuru-kai association is necessary in order to investigate the
education problem in Japan in any great depth. I would only suggest that a distinction be
made between the Japan Teachers’ Union Enlightenment Association (p. 92) and the Japan
Teachers’ Union (JTU), mentioned on the next page, which was established on 8 August
1947, as a result of the merger of three teachers’ organizations. This chapter is especially
valuable as it presents the content of the stories from 20 century Japanese textbooks and
the appendix which details them.

The fourth chapter, Chris Deacon’s A/l the World s a Stage, contains the essay ‘Herbivore
Boys and the Performance of Masculinity in Contemporary Japan’. This is a very good and
compact piece on the role of males in Japanese society, both from the historical perspective
(emphasising the role of the Meiji Restoration and the Second World War) and the situation
in contemporary Japan. He raises the ‘men becoming useless!” problem in modern Japanese
society and gives a definition of soshokukei danshi, which is of great importance in any
research on present Japanese culture. The subsections on ‘Hegemonic Masculinity’ and
‘Performing Masculinity’, often illustrated with pictures from newspapers and books, give
us exemplary images of Japanese men through ages, and their stereotypical and actual picture
— from the pre-war strong hegemonic masculinity, through the salaryman to the current
subversion of hegemonic masculinity. In his conclusion, Deacon inquires about the
contemporary societal shift being seen as a crisis of masculinity in Japan, and states that
behaviour which the older generation perceive as a crisis may be seen as an opportunity for
the people from the younger generation, which is a very interesting deduction on the situation
in modern Japan. I consider this chapter as the most interesting and definitely worth reading.

The last chapter by Nicola McDermott, entitled Resistance and Assimilation, raises the
issue of ‘Medical and Legal Transgender Identities in Japan’, and considers the problems
posed in fundamental areas of life in Japan and the discussions held in this country on this
question. She presents the readers with the available sources on this matters, based on
questionnaires she has conducted, which is very valuable information. She discusses the
post-war boom of interest in transgender people as well as an analysis of the Blue Boy
Trial, the Eugenics Protection Law, and the legal and political issues facing transgender
people, questions which are not often raised in the scientific works. A very interesting
point is the koseki issue and its importance in this analysis.

This book is a very interesting source of information for both beginners and experienced
researchers in Japanese studies. I would highly recommend this publication to academics
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specialising in the topic of Japanese society and gender studies, as well as to those who
are generally interested in contemporary Japanese society. Even those researchers with
wide knowledge on these issues will find interesting information which may be new to
them. The book’s main advantage lies in the authors, who are young scholars interested in

contemporary social problems in Japan. They present a current view of Japanese society,
which can be a great source for all researchers in Japanese studies.

Olga Barbasiewicz
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